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PRESS RELEASE
EPAL achieves a major breakthrough in the battle against EPAL Euro pallet counterfeiters in
Ukraine
Düsseldorf / Kiev, 13 May 2016 – The European Pallet Association has made a major breakthrough in the battle
against counterfeiters of EPAL Euro pallets. Thanks to the extensive teamwork of the EPAL representation in
Ukraine and the independent inspection company Bureau Veritas, it has been possible to identify a producer of
illegal EPAL pallets. In a joint campaign with the local police force, Bureau Veritas and Ukrainian lawyers, EPAL
located and seized large quantities of counterfeit EPAL Euro pallets, as well as counterfeit branding plates. The
counterfeiter will face criminal prosecution for the commercial infringement of trademark laws.
Ukraine is the focus of the work currently being carried out by the European Pallet Association (EPAL) against
professional counterfeiters. The aim is to track down the producers of counterfeit EPAL Euro pallets, seize the
illegal pallets and destroy them. EPAL is simultaneously providing information within Ukraine about the
advantages of producing and repairing EPAL Euro pallets under an EPAL licence while explaining to the retail
and logistics industries the disadvantages of using counterfeit pallets.
If goods are exported into the EU from Ukraine on counterfeit EPAL pallets, the customs authorities can hold the
complete load for up to ten days. If it is confirmed that the suspect pallets are counterfeits, the entire load must be
re-palletted at the expense of the haulier or exporter. There is also the risk that the delay in delivery could incur
contractual penalties or the delivery being rejected. Counterfeit pallets are destroyed on behalf of the customs
authorities. This also applies if the counterfeit pallets have been bought in Ukraine and shipped abroad. In such
cases, there is the risk of losing the entire value of the goods.
At a press conference held by EPAL on 3rd March 2016 in Kiev, CEO of EPAL, Martin Leibrandt stressed that:
“The use of illegally produced pallets for transportation and storage facilities conceals considerable risks for
logistics and retail companies. Investigation of the counterfeit pallets has revealed that the overwhelming majority
are produced from low grade materials and undersized boards. Counterfeit pallets therefore do not have the
stability and safe working load of original EPAL Euro pallets. The use of counterfeit pallets can lead to extensive
disruptions to transportation and warehouse logistics, which can create additional costs and claims for
compensation.”
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About EPAL:
The European Pallet Association e.V. (EPAL) was founded in 1991 as the umbrella association of licensed
producers and repairers of EPAL/EUR-pallets and box pallets. EPAL is globally responsible for the consistent
quality of the EPAL load carriers and therefore uses an independent external quality inspection service. EPAL
has been granting exclusive licenses for the production and repair of Euro pallets with the “EPAL in oval” branded
marking on four corner blocks since 1st August 2013. EPAL is currently represented in more than thirty countries
by fifteen National Committees which have committed themselves to implementing the EPAL objectives on a
national basis. As a registered association, EPAL does not pursue any commercial interests and makes all its
decisions in the interests of its industry, trade and logistics partners.
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